by

-

iBut Decline of Big Dailies,

. iferences. To beat the competition on a Presi-
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DALLAS (UPD) — President Johnson .
niade . sudden, switt trip to Dallas today, |
his first ‘since the assassinalion of Presi-
dent John I, Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1683, He .
-rode in a motorcade past the Schoolbook:®
Depository Building from where Kennedy
was shot 1o death and commented:
“It's good to be back.”
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Gi‘lll(:"i. ran. ]}'i ()Ht The services are so vital to a newspaper The Ghost of 1918
: ry A =" that only a handful of the nation's 1,754 dalliea  UPI didn't look quite s0 zood on the nexi
. R . . "try to get along without at least one of the wire Presidential trip to Dallas, on Feb. 27, 1967,
AP, [JPI Flght Flercely services. Mm‘c_ than 500 papers take some ser« That time, the UPI story—not by Mr. Smith=
) vices froin both AP and UIT, ‘began: ’
T D o But for all thelr success and their power,:
FOI 1‘ 10nt‘}. ag‘e bpace ‘the wire services have their problems. ’I’heix:j
A Tl C .cost of news gathering is rising in thess times.
o . ‘N? ., of frequent crises and far-flung wars. The two
S 1‘»}’ over Orld ‘services spend more than §1.3 million a year
— creporling on the war in Vietnam, where four of
|thoir photographers have been killed and 19 .
ocher staffers wounded. Yet the number of big-
city papers, tho major source of revenue for”

t

Cost of Crisis-Reporting,:

Tha statement, nctually made earlier on|.

New Rivals Pose Problems

AP and UPI, ia steadily declining. And the
rcompetition belween the two services ia so cut.
:throa,t that they have trouble raiaing their

Mr, Johnson's arrival at the airport, causad
gasps when it came over UPI tickers in"nnws-'
-ronms around the world, UPI rushed out A sub-

,rates, though UPI has just raised its by 10%

. ] ] ;and AP plans an 11% risa next month.

The View IFrom Pierre, S.D.! “T don't know of two outfits more destrue-

jtively decvoted to the American. principle of
: .ifree-enterprise competition than AP and UPL"”

slitute lead eliminating the “unfortunate juxta-
position.'

UPI has a reputation among critics in some |
newsrooms for inaccuracy and overexeber-,
ance. Its biggest goof occurred in 1918 when:
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! By A, KENT MACDOUGALL
¢  Staff Reporicr of Tim WaLL Stnenr JoorNaL  -tifle of senior editor.  “'"Competition In news
} Merriman Smith is the While Housoe corre. gathering drives expenses up, and competition
ispondent for United Press International. He in selling drives income down.” "
rides in Presidential motorcades. He fAYS “Downholding” Expenses .
M“Thank you, Mr. President” to end press con-  The result is a cost squeeze that causes the o Indeed, some newspaper editors still are,
services periodically to “downhold" e:‘._pc,'meﬂ'_.x'elucl:ta,nt to run a UPI =coop until they sece it-
as wire service men say in the parlance of Confirmed on AP. R
their trade, by not filling vacancies and cutting AP, conversely, got tabbed long ago with-
corners in other ways. Despite the downhold, 'D¢ing dependable but stodgy. But some news:
the AP, a cooperative owned by ‘ils newspa. DP3Permen say. that this reputation is no more,
‘tory,”" he says. per members, increasingly has troubls break. de¢served than is UPI's. “Both services have:
Gary Drewes is the bureau manager of the ing even. And UPIL, 95% owned by E. \V.;tried to correct their weaknesses,' says Mr..‘i
‘one-man UPI bureau at Pierre, 8.D. He seldom Scripps Co. and 59% by Hearst Corp., has lost: F'ates of the San Francisce Chronicle. l
gets far from his one-room office. He does money cvery year since 1962. Lately there have:  MANY editors quickly excuse stodginess and
much of his work by phone. Even if a plane been recurring rumors that UPI is for sale,' Mistakes of fact from both services, They ’_‘“°“’!
crashea in his territory, he covers it by phone. Mims Thomason, UPI president and general reporting and writing under fire are difficult. .
The only paper his work regularly appears in manager, says the wire service recently re.. And many newspaper managements have a:
1s the Deadwood-Lead Pioneer-Times & Call, ‘ceived “fantastic’ offers from two companies, Yeputation as pennypinchers that wili put up;
"One of his dnily chores is to phone tn for the he won’t name. But one rumored suitor -says’ With almost anything as long as it is inexpen-
.water level and discharge at five local reser- UPI approached it and was rebuffed. - ; slve. “Most small papers don't seem to give
voirs: “I'm getting sick of reservolrs,” he says. !

International, reported tha signing of the
Armistice four days carly. “We're still living
down the premature Armistice,”” complains H.’

'dential trip to the Philippines he once dictated
ta story via walkle-talkle while perched In &
tree. His byline appears in newspapers the
world over. “I have a front-row seat at his.

' The Associated Press spent $57 milllon Jast 9amn about the quality of wire service copy—
That's the way the wire Ferviees operate. year, about $7 milllon more than UPI spent.; & long s the price is kept low.and thoy can,
They cover the globe, telling tho world of war AP has 3,100 full-time employes, more than: 8¢t 1t delivercd on tapes” from which type is|
and peace and fishermen or reservoir levels. half of them newsmen, and UPI has 2,400, mogt - 5¢t Automatically, says Norman E. Isaacs, ex*
The two major U.S. services — United Press of them newsmen. The services claim that, @cutive editor of the Louisville Courler-Journal
International and Associated Presa provide thcse reporters turn out 7.5 million words g+ ond the Louisville Times.
Americans with 75% of the state, national and day. This flzure 18 open to dispute, however,  Lhe Leuisville dailies, which Mr. Isaacs
international news they rcad in papers and hecause it fncludes separate counts for each humbers among the 20 or so U.S. papers that
listen to on radio and telovislon. They fight story each time L gocs out. Major stories go aspire to be great and care what they print,
each other fiercely for front-page space and.out on a dozen or so different state, national | Wsed to take both AP"ﬂ-'nd UPI, but they
alr time. :and International wires. . grr)ppesr]l UPI. lafs‘t June.i \r:c diecldfg t(;i invest
The reporters work under pressure, and; . But however many words they produce, the Lt:.tzir'l;lg:an: 11;’[2 0;:; :csopw;::tc'-; gz'so;e 1;;:0
they make a lot of mistakes. (Last fall, tor;wim sorvice newsmen work hard and fast. ]:av'i 'ﬂ"he imﬂiqv‘ille. ;L")er;g‘.now t:n,i(g iy n:mn
fnstance, the AR Inaorrectly began & dlapatehiiss goon ns Merriman Smith says “Thank you | o itomental ;orvxceg t]hat they no longer nceg
“France was forced into devaluation of ItSinr. "ppesident,” he has to dash to a phone and bb)ti‘ll) FOSHMANAA L Y ho long
franc Friday . . ."") They have clients of allgioiate a comprehensive, lucid report on the . -
political leanings, and they (ry to be as neu- wide-ranging press confercnce. It is, ho says, ‘What's News in Akron
tral and falr--some say bland--as posaible. ap yoryelwracking chore.” . The supplemental services, which stress In-
They aro chronteally underataffed, eapecially. terpretation, analysis and background, are an
UPI, so few reparters hat;reutlime to think about increasing headache for the already troubled
and interpret the evenls they cover : oS 1 wire services. The three leading supplementals
o oo e, et sator ot Wi s it o Wi S o e VS, T e e e
the San Franclsco Chronicle, "'both services do % - "os words, In 1963, when President Ken. | Angeles Times jointly with the Washington
pretty well under trying circumstances,” A y : 3 k Post, and the Chleago Daily News jointly with

nedy was assassinated, Mr. Smith and the AP's ¢
The Power of the Dresa ‘Jack Bell were in the molorcade, At the sound| the Chicago Sun-Times — have 400 newspaper
| clients in the U.S. and 200 overseas.

The wire services have the power to shtlnkgr ghots, Mr. Smith grabbed the car's radio- . . .

an event into insiznificance or blow it up into phone and dictated a bulletin,, Then, in the The Beacon Journal, in Akron, Ohio, gets all
fame or infamy. Twice daily each service pre-jact wire service tradition, he ducked under | three supplementals along with the AP wires,
‘pares a list of stories, called the news budget,t1o dashboard and kept the phone from a fran- | 8nd executive editor and publisher Ben Maid-
which most newspapers and broadeasters—es-lyjo ang furious Mr. Bell. There are stories that | enburg says that he prefers “if at all possible”
pecially outside the biggest citles—rely on Iy, smith emerged brulsed. and battered by | to publish no AP stories on the paper's front
evaluating the day's news. In followlng thanre Bell, but M. Smith now denles this, Mr.| Dage. He says that the supplemental services,
budget's judyments and giving the biggest g won a Pulitzer Prizo for his coverage of | besides being more analytical go only to him
headline to the top budjet story, & NEWsPADer.the assassination, - © o4 M o 2ore | and not to radio and TV stations In the area.

Mr. Smith's constant aim is to do a story
Jbetter and faster than Frank Cormier, the AP

says Louis Cassels, a top UPI reporter with the .United DPress,” a predecessor of United Press.

" Roger Tatarian, UPI's vice president and edf-,

editor has the comforunﬁpknowlcdgo that ho's; should 1 ﬁ'ut out a nowspaper that I can

| ‘ L e
in step with hundreds of AppreueehFor Release 2004/09/03 : CIA-RDP88-01314RQQ_93,QDM -9V?" ho asks.
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